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PROCEEDINGS OF THE COLUMBIA HISTORICAL 
SOCIETY. 

169th meeting. January 15, 1918. 

In spite of very inclement weather, about fifty members and 
guests were present at this meeting: President Clark in the 
chair. 

The Minutes of previous meeting were adopted and names 
of new members announced. President Clark then introduced 
Hon. Job Barnard, who read a comprehensive and interesting 
history of the " Early Days of the Supreme Court of the Dis- 
trict of Solumbia, ' ' of which body he was formerly a Justice. 
Reminiscences of early Judges of, and some of the decisions 
by, that Court were related by Messrs. Henry E. Davis, 
Prank W. Hackett, Philip P. Larner and President Clark. 

At the close of the discussion, annual reports were read, fol- 
lowed by the election of officers for the ensuing year, all officers 
being reelected, and Mrs. Charles W. Richardson and William 
Tindall were elected Managers for four years, their term to 
expire in 1923. 

170th meeting. February 19, 1918. 

President Clark presided at the 170th meeting, when about 
fifty members and guests were present. After reading an 
invitation to the members to attend a public patriotic celebra- 
tion of Washington's birthday on the 22d inst. to be held in 
"Liberty Hut," the Chair introduced the historian of the 
evening, Mr. Frederic L. Harvey, who read an "Account of 
the Washington Monument and of the Washington Monument 
Society." 

171st meeting. March 19, 1918. 

A large audience was present at the 171st meeting of the 
Society, at which President Clark presided. The paper of the 
evening was by Mr. John Clagett Proctor, entitled " Christian 
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Hines, Author of ' Early Recollections of Washington City/ " 
a large land owner in the early days of the District of Co- 
lumbia. The discussion which followed was participated in 
by Mr. Topham, Mr. Bryan and President Clark. 

172d meeting. April 16, 1918. 

After announcements by the Chair of future papers to be 
read before the Society, President Clark proceeded to read the 
communication of the evening, of which he was the author 
entitled /'General Roger Chew Weightman, a Mayor of the 
City of Washington. ' ' The paper is one of a series of biog- 
raphies of local Mayors appearing at intervals in the Society's 
Records. The paper was discussed by Miss James, Miss 
Morris and Mr. Rogers. 

About sixty members and guests were present. 

173d meeting. May 21, 1918. 

President Clark presided at this meeting. Owing to very 
inclement weather, only a small audience was present. The 
communication of the evening was "The Birth and Growth of 
the Patent Office" by George W. Evans, who gave a detailed 
and accurate history of that branch of the government from 
1790 to the present time. 

The Society adjourned for the summer recess. 

174th meeting. November 26, 1918. 

The opening meeting of the fall was attended by an au- 
dience that filled the Gold Room of the Shoreham Hotel. 
President Clark presided and welcomed the members and 
guests after the summer recess, announced the names of new 
members, and suggested that any remarks, corrections or addi- 
tions to the papers read before the Society be reduced to writ- 
ing and sent to Mr. John B. Lamer, to be incorporated in the- 
papers or used as foot notes in our Records when published. 

President Clark then announced that the author of the pa- 
per intended to have been read that evening was abroad in the 
United States service, and that he himself would read a paper 
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on "General John Peter Van Ness, a Mayor of the City of 
Washington, His Wife Marcia, and Her Father, David 
Burnes." At the conclusion of the paper, seventeen colored 
lantern slides of prominent persons and places mentioned in 
the course of the paper, were exhibited. Discussion on the 
subject followed by Dr. Morgan and Dr. Tindall, the former 
also reading an original letter from David Burnes to Major 
L 'Enfant. 

Note: Owing to inability to secure a suitable place, no meet- 
ing of the Society was held in December, 1918. 



